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We are saddened to report the passing of Sr. Gertrude 

O'Brien, D.W., (Sr. Gertrude Marie) at age 99. Born in 

Brooklyn, NY she was predeceased by her parents 

Flurance and Mary O'Brien and 3 brothers, Michael, 

Vincent and Joseph. She is survived by her niece 

Maureen O'Brien and nephew Larry O'Brien. Sr. 

Gertrude was 79 years professed and spent her ministry 

in education, hospital administration and pastoral care. 
 



R EFLECTIONS 

in memory of Sr. Gertrude O’Brien, DW 

The following reflection was shared by Sr. Ann Casagrande, DW 

at the funeral of Sr. Gertrude O’Brien, DW on May 22, 2015 at St. 

Louis de Montfort Roman Catholic Church, Sound Beach, NY. 

As I began to pray about writing this, I asked Sr. Gertrude to be 

with me and I asked her what she would like me to say about her.  

Of course, Gertrude is a woman of few words so that did not help 

very much!  

Then I asked what she would like to say to all of you – I could pic-

ture her face brightening and her heart full of love and gratitude 

for each of you that have been in her life. 

We all know Gertrude as a very competent woman – a wise wom-

an who has accomplished much. She began teaching in St. Mary 

Gate of 

Heaven 

Elementary 

School and 

after five 

years, was 

made Prin-

cipal. She 

then went 

to Norfolk 

Virginia, where she was teacher and principal at the 

same time. Then back to New York to teach in Our 

Lady of Wisdom High School. She went between New 

York and Norfolk for almost 20 years – assuming 

more responsibility with each new position. Then, in 

1959, she became the administrator and superior of 

St. Charles Clinic in Brooklyn, New York.  In 1966, she 

went to her beloved Good Samaritan Hospital where 

she was the Associate Administrator for 16 years. In 

1982, she began her Pastoral Care at Good Samaritan 

Hospital until she retired in 2010 – twenty eight years in Pastoral Care. 

Beginning her college education in 1944 and ending it in 1971, Sr. Gertrude studied at, St John’s University, 

Sr. Gertrude O'Brien, D.W., (Sr. Gertrude    
Marie) was called to eternal rest at age 99 on 
May 18, 2015. Born in Brooklyn, NY she was 
predeceased by her parents Flurance and 
Mary O'Brien and 3 brothers, Michael, Vin-
cent and Joseph. She is survived by her niece 
Maureen O'Brien and nephew Larry O'Brien. 
Sr. Gertrude was 79 years professed and 
spent her ministry in education, hospi-
tal administration and pastoral care.  

Sr. Gertrude’s early career was in education. She began teach-

ing at St. Mary Gate of Heaven in Ozone Park, NY in 1936 and 

then became the principal serving two terms from 1941-46, 

and from 1954-59 when she concluded her career in education. 

In between that period of time, she was a teacher and princi-

pal at St. Mary’s in Norfolk, Virginia from 1946-1948 and at Our 

Lady of Wisdom Academy from 1948-1950. Pictured above, on 

the far left in the front row, she was on staff at Norfolk Catho-

lic High School in Virginia as a teacher from 1950-54. 



She earned degrees which included a BA in Philosophy (St. Johns), a MA in Eng-

lish Literature (St. Johns), a Master’s in Public Administration (NYU), a MA in 

Religious Studies (Manhattan Col-

lege), and Certification as a Li-

censed Nursing Home Administra-

tor. 

Gertrude had great capacity for 

learning and ability for admin-

istration. She also had a wonder-

ful heart and the capacity to love 

and be present to others. I think 

her delight was to close her minis-

try at Good Samaritan with her 

work in Pastoral Care. I think her 

heart was at home in her pastoral 

work. 

I asked people how they would de-

scribe our sister, Gertrude. The re-

sponses were 

varied and 

yet – a thread ran through them: 

 Inviting –helped people feel included 

 Great integrity 

 Loyalty 

 Straight forward in speaking her truth 

 Always called me by name 

You hear a common thread - a woman of competency and 

also a woman of 

warmth, enabling all to 

feel included. As said earlier, Gertrude was a woman of few words – she cer-

tainly followed the directive of St. Francis of Assisi: “Go, preach the Gospel 

and when necessary, use words.”  

In closing, perhaps Sr. Gertrude would like to mandate each of us to live 

these words of St. Theresa of Avila: 

“Christ has no body now, but yours. 

No hands, no feet on earth, but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks with compassion into the 

world. 

Yours are the feet with which Christ walks to do good. 

Yours are the hands with which Christ blesses the world.” 

Sr. Gertrude began her career 

as a hospital administrator in 

1959 after 23 years in educa-

tion.  She worked as an admin-

istrator in St. Charles Clinic in 

Brooklyn, NY from 1959– 1966  

before joining Good Samaritan 

Hospital Medical Center in 

1966.  She retired in 2010 at 

age 94. 

Sr. Gertrude participates in a blessing 

recognizing the Daughters of Wisdom 

as founders of Good Samaritan Hospi-

tal Medical Center. (1970) 

Sr. Gertrude O’Brien on her rounds at Good Samari-

tan Hospital Medical Center, West Islip, NY where 

she served for 44 years, the first 16 as an associate     

administrator and the last 28 in pastoral care.  

(Photo: Good Samaritan Hospital Medical Center Facebook) 

Sr. Gertrude’s pastoral activities included organized wor-

ship and a 6:30 am morning mass at Good Samaritan Hos-

pital Medical Center. 
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