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Sr. Eileen Berton, D.W., 8/30/23- 3/20/15 

We are saddened to report the passing of Sr. Eileen Berton, D.W., (Sr. Anselme de Marie) who was 

called to eternal life on March 20, 2015 at the age of 91. She is predeceased by her parents Louis and 

Madelaine Berton and will be greatly missed by her sisters, The Daughters 

of Wisdom.  

Sr. Eileen Berton was 72 years professed and retired from active ministry 

in 1996. Born in New York City, NY she graduated in 1941 from Bishop Mc 

Donnell High School in Brooklyn, NY and in 1943 earned a teaching license 

in the Provincial Normal School in Edmundston and Fredericktown, New 

Brunswick, Canada.  

Twenty-four years later in 1967 she became a teacher of French, English, 

German and Spanish after studying at the School of Language at the 

University of Madrid, Spain. She then went to St. Francis College, Brooklyn, 

NY  graduating in 1972 earning a BA in general studies and a license in ESL 

instruction.  In 1974 she graduated from Hunter College, NY earning a 

Master’s degree in ESL instruction and a certificate in Spanish.  

Sr. Eileen’s ministry began in education in 1972 as a reading tutor at PS 90 

in Ozone Park, NY. Two years later she began work as an ESL Teacher at 

LaGuardia Community College in Long Island City, NY. From 1974 through 

1975 she taught Spanish and trigonometry at Notre Dame Academy in 

Staten Island, NY. Her final two years as an educator would be split 

between Ozone Park, NY where she taught adults ESL, and at Parent’s Center in Bronx, NY where she 

taught Spanish and GED courses.  

In 1975 Sr. Eileen became the Parish Outreach Coordinator at St. Mary Gate of Heaven School in Ozone 

Park, NY and served for 3 years until she began work once again as a teacher of English, Spanish and 

GED courses, but this time it was at the county jail in Riverhead, NY. For the next ten years she 

alternated between teaching in Riverhead and as a Chaplain at the East Meadow, NY county jail. She 

concluded her career as the Parish Outreach Coordinator at Corpus Christie Church in East Meadow, NY 

where she served for eight years before her retirement in 1996. 

Donations may be made in the memory of Sr. Eileen to the Daughters of Wisdom, 385 Ocean Avenue, 

Islip, NY 11751 
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Reflections in Memory of Sr. Eileen Berton, D.W. 

By Sr. Cathy Sheehan, Provincial Leader 

In Sr. Eileen’s words … O, Wisdom, you are gift to me.  We her sisters, brothers, family and friends now say, 

Eileen you are gift to us.  Sr. Eileen’s life was filled with many varied experiences, yet there are some things 

that remained constant. 

Of the varied experiences: 

One is education.  Sr. Eileen graduated from Bishop McDonnell High School in Brooklyn.  And after her pro-

fession, she studied for only a year in New Brunswick and was granted a teacher’s license.  Sr. Eileen then 

studied for a year in Madrid, Spain to specialize in language education.  It wasn’t until several years later that 

she went to college – first St. Francis College and then Hunter College.  We all know that formal education is 

everything.  Beyond any formal education, Sr. Eileen was brilliant! 

Sr. Eileen also had varied experiences in ministry which brought her from Ozone Park, NY to Norfolk, VA and 

then to Bogota, Colombia.  She spent 12 years in Colombia.  She then returned to Spain for another six 

years.  Then back to Queens and Long Island.  Sr. Eileen’s love for languages … Spanish and French made her 

a wonderful teacher and tutor.  Sr. Eileen also served the congregation as an interpreter at international ses-

sions.  One was Sagesse Vivant where she was with Sr. Alice and Sr. Bernadette.  But, we can’t forget Eileen’s 

love for English.  Not many people do the Sunday NY Times crossword puzzle in ink.  Eileen loved to attend 

crossword puzzle conventions – where she often received the “neatness” award. 

Of the constants: 

Sr. Eileen was adventurous!  She was well travelled – as her cousin shared yesterday she crossed the Andes 

Mountains on a mule and was rewarded with a treat of chocolate-covered ants at the end of the journey.  

Here on Long Island Sr. Eileen worked for 10 years in the county jail systems – Suffolk County in Riverhead 

and Nassau County in East Meadow. 

Sr. Eileen had a good sense of humor and enjoyed making others laugh.  She liked telling jokes.  She was 

also playful – getting her community to dress up for a wedding on a favorite TV show. 

Sr. Eileen was kind.  Sr. Irene shared yesterday how she faithfully visited with an Italian Sister (Sr. Irma) who 

was in here in Port Jefferson for a period of time.  Sr. Camille recalled how encouraging Eileen was when she 

lived in the formation community in Litchfield.  Sr. Eileen’s friend of 30 years (Rita) said yesterday Sr.  Eileen 

was good to the core.   

Sr. Eileen had a passion for justice. Sr. Ronnie McCormack described it yesterday as love expressed in Jus-

tice.  Sr. Eileen was a founding member and chairperson for the Voice of the Faithful group that met in Port 

Jefferson.  She also was a member of Common Good. 

Sr. Eileen you taught us a great deal – how to love learning, how to laugh, how to treat others with dignity 

and respect.  Sr. Eileen – you taught us a great deal about how to love. 

We concluded yesterday’s prayer service with the “Song of Farewell.” Don’t worry, I’m not going to sing, but 

I would like to recite the words. 

Go now in peace, faithful friend of God. 

As you take our love into paradise. 

God’s Holy Angels will lead you home. 

To the wide waiting arms of the Lord. 

And in the language Eileen so loved … 
 
Ahora ve en paz, amigo fiel de Dios. 
Como toma nuestro amor en el paraíso.  
Santos Ángeles de Dios te llevará a casa. 
A la amplia esperando los brazos del señor.  
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