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We are saddened to report the passing of Sr. Abella 

Lucienne Corbin, D.W., (Sr. Marie Abel de 

L’EnfantJesus) born in Lille, Maine she was called to 

eternal life on May 5, 2015 inher 98th year. Sr. Abella 

was 74 years professed and until her retirement spent 

her ministry as a missionary in nursing and education. 

Predeceased by her parents Abel and Ozithee Cobin, 

she will be greatly missed by her Sisters, the 

Daughters of Wisdom. 
 



The following reflection was shared by Provincial Leader, Sr. Catherine Sheehan, DW at the funeral of Sr. 
Abella Corbin, DW on May 12, 2015 at St. Louis de Montfort Roman Catholic Church, Sound Beach, NY. 

 
Many of you at the prayer service yesterday shared your memories of Sr. 
Abella, and as Sister Irene said we felt her presence with us. 
 
Sr. Abella just turned 98 in March – and over 75 of those years she        
enriched the community of the Daughters of Wisdom. Sr. Abella was a 
nurse – a leader and a teacher who taught us a great deal by her words 
and actions over the years. 
 
Sr. Edna English and Sr. Rita Finnen in North Caro-
lina recalled that as students at Maryview Hospital 
in Portsmouth, VA when they were assigned to 
work on the Obstetrics Unit where Sr. Abella was 
the Nursing Supervisor, they were treated as pro-
fessionals and were most grateful for the experi-
ence of working with her. She was a strong role model and taught them 
through her example about professionalism in the field of nursing. 
 
Sr. Abella taught us about courage!  Imagine what it was like for her in 
1957 to travel to Madagascar – the only American Daughter of Wisdom - 
where she worked until 1972 as a supervisor and nursing instructor at a 
600-bed general hospital!  She was there at a very critical time in the 
country’s history.  In 1960 Madagascar was granted its full independence 
from France though many of the French colonists remained in positions of 

power.  At the time Sr. Abella left Madagascar, protests against the leadership’s resistance of communism 
started and the country’s president stepped down.  Sisters from Canada who served with Sr. Abella and the 
Malagasy Sisters have written notes of gratitude for her openness and relationships with the people as her 
influence stretched beyond direct health care.  She also helped to educate and foster continuous develop-

ment of this island nation to prevent soil erosion, surface water 
contamination and defoliation of native plants. 
 
Sr. Abella taught us about relationships ... professionally, among 
her Sisters (the Daughters of Wisdom) and within her family.  It 
is evident that she was greatly loved by her family - her inspira-
tion, courage and love of God’s people lives on in you. 
 
Speaking at 
her prayer ser-
vice,  Sr. Paul 
Frances 
(chaplain at 
Maria Regina 
Residence 
where Sr. 
Abella resid-
ed) shared 
with us that 
Sr. Abella’s 

love of Jesus in the Eucharist, was a strong and abiding 
strength for her.  She was ready to go to God –  asking and 
speaking of her parents and wanting to see them.  Sr. Abella 
– you loved life … you loved us … may you live now in Wisdom’s embrace and enjoy your heavenly reward.  
We remain forever blessed for having known and loved you! 

While in Madagascar, Sr. Abella cared for many children 

who were suffering from severe malnutrition.  

Sr. Abella is pictured with children outside of    

Tamatave General Hospital, a 600-bed military 

hospital where she worked in pediatrics. She was 

also a school nurse and science teacher in the High-

lands of Madagascar (Fandriana). 

Sr. Abella Corbin, DW, (Sr. Marie Abel 

de L’Enfant Jesus) born in Lille, Maine 

was called to eternal life on May 5, 

2015 in her 98th year (3/21/17). Sr. 

Abella was 74 years professed and until 

her retirement spent her ministry as a 

missionary in nursing and education.  
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