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January 2017 Preparation Sheet 
 
Theme for the year:  Revisiting  
    Wisdom at the Crossroads 

 
 

Proverbs 8:1-4 (New Jerusalem Bible): 
Is not Wisdom calling?  Is not Understanding raising her voice? On the heights overlooking the 
road, at the [Crossroads], she takes her stand; by the gates, at the entrance to the city, on the 
access-roads, she cries out, ‘I am calling to you, all people, my words are addressed to all 
humanity.’ 

 
January Focus:  Journeying with Wisdom at the Crossroads 
 
First Reading:  Proverbs 2:10-11 
 
When Wisdom comes into your heart 
 And knowledge fills your soul with delight, 
 Then prudence will be there to watch over you, 
 And understanding will be your guardian. 
 
  
 
Life Saving Station: 
 
On a dangerous sea coast where shipwrecks often happen, many lost their 
lives. Seeing this tragedy on their ocean, some dedicated people banded 
together to rescue people from the sea. They built a crude little lifesaving 
station near the shore.  
 
Day and night they watched for disasters. When these happened, they 
brought people ashore and cared for them in their little lifesaving station. 
Word soon got around about this marvelous work, and a number of new 
people came as volunteers. In fact, this vital ministry became so important 
that they elected a board of directors for the rescue project. 
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Before long, the board voted to expand, improve, and refurbish the little 
station to better care for those rescued from the sea. Gradually the 
lifesaving station became a comfortable club with a symbolic liturgical life 
boat on its’ mantle. There was a split among the members. Some wanted 
the clubhouse reserved for members only; others protested that their 
lifesaving mission was to rescue wet foreigners from the ocean. The 
lifesaving people were voted down and told to establish their own ministry 
down the coast. This they did. History repeated itself. Today there are a 
number of exclusive clubs along that coast. There still are shipwrecks in 
those waters but most people drown. 
 
This lifesaving station parable appeared in a 1953 issue of the Ecumenical 
Review. 
  
 
 
Focus Question:   
 
As you journey, have you ever experienced stopping the journey to set up 
or formalize something good – to perhaps institutionalize a good thing to 
keep it forever!     
Have you ever been part of a group exuding goodness and felt the group 
wanted to set up laws etc. to protect the goodness. 
 


