
1 
 

Wisdom Circles 
Journeying with Wisdom at the 
Crossroads 
January 2017 

 
 
Proverbs 8:1-4 (New Jerusalem Bible): 
Is not Wisdom calling?  Is not Understanding raising her voice? On the heights 
overlooking the road, at the [Crossroads], she takes her stand; by the gates, at 
the entrance to the city, on the access-roads, she cries out, ‘I am calling to you, 
all people, my words are addressed to all humanity.’ 
 

January Focus:  Journeying with Wisdom at the Crossroads  
 
Setting:  a candle, a cloth, a map or symbol of journey (no shoes on the 
table :-) 
 
Music, Song, or Chant:  Earth Mama – We Are One 
 
Opening Reading:   
 
A wonderful children’s book, Old Turtle and the Broken Truth, tells a story… 
 
One night, in a far-away land, a truth falls from the stars. As it falls, it breaks 
into two pieces; one piece blazes off through the sky and the other falls 
straight to the ground. One day, a man stumbles upon the gravity-drawn 
truth and finds carved on it the words, “You are loved.” It makes him feel 
good, so he keeps it and shares it with the people in his tribe. The thing 
sparkles and makes the people who have it feel warm and happy. It 
becomes their most prized possession, and they call it “The Truth.” Those 
who have the truth grow afraid of those who don’t have it, who are 
different. And those who don’t have it covet it. Soon people are fighting 
wars over the small truth, trying to capture it for themselves. 
A little girl who is troubled by the growing violence, greed, and destruction 
in her once-peaceful world goes on a journey – through the Mountains of 
Imagining, the River of Wondering Why, and the Forest of Finding Out – to 
speak with Old Turtle, a wise counselor. Old Turtle tells her that the Truth is 
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broken and missing a piece, a piece that shot off in the night sky so long 
ago. Together they search for it and, when they find it, the little girl puts 
the jagged piece in her pocket and returns to her people. She tries to 
explain, but no one will listen or understand. Finally, a raven flies the 
broken truth to the top of a tower, where the other piece has been 
ensconced for safety, and the rejoined pieces shine their full message:  
 
“You are loved / and so are they.”  
 
And the people began to comprehend. And the earth begins to heal.      
(Taken from Richard Rohr’s meditation 12/17/16) 
 
Focus Question:   
As you journey, have you ever experienced stopping the journey to set up 
or formalize something good – to perhaps institutionalize a good thing to 
keep it forever!     
Have you ever been part of a group exuding goodness and felt the group 
wanted to set up laws etc. to protect the goodness. 
 
Sharing:  All have the opportunity to share on the readings and reflection 
for this month.   
 
Wisdom Word:  After all have shared, allow a word or phrase to capture 
the heart of the group’s experience. 
 
Circle Prayer/Prayer Intentions:  Bring to your circle the people, places, 
and circumstances for which you wish to pray. 
 
Closing Song: In Search of Wisdom 
 
Closing Blessing:   
 
Let us bow our heads and ask God’s blessing upon all of creation, upon all 
people we know and those we don’t and gratefully accept the blessing 
ourselves. 
 
Amen 


