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Theme for the year:  Living Wisely /  
 Dwelling in Wisdom from Day to Day 
 

Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 6:32-33 (New Jerusalem Bible): 
If you wish it, my [beloved], you can be taught; apply yourself,  
and you will become intelligent.  If you love listening, 
you will learn, if you pay attention, you will become wise. 

 
January’s Focus:  Compassion 
            Wisdom as the Feminine Face of God is pure and total compassion.  
 
First Reading:   
 
 In [Wisdom] there is a spirit that is 
 Intelligent, holy, 
 unique, manifold, subtle,  
 mobile, clear, unpolluted, distinct, invulnerable, 

loving the good, keen, 
 irresistible, beneficent, humane, 
 steadfast, sure, free from anxiety, 
 all-powerful, overseeing all, 
 and penetrating through all spirits that are intelligent and pure 
 and most subtle.  (Wisdom 7: 22-23) 
 
Second Reading:  
 
A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our 
hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human 
beings.  It is clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking in endangered species 
while remaining completely indifferent to human trafficking, unconcerned 
about the poor, or undertaking to destroy another human being deemed 
unwanted.  This compromises the very meaning of our struggle for the sake 
of the environment.  It is no coincidence that, in the canticle in which Saint 
Francis praises God for his creatures, he goes on to say: “Praised be you my 



Lord, through those who give pardon for your love.” Everything is 
connected.  Concern for the environment thus needs to be joined to a 
sincere love for our fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment 
to resolving the problems of society.  
 (Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, #91) 
 
 
Third Reading: 
 
Compassion is for you to choose, and when you do, justice will follow.  
Justice is secondary to compassion, because compassion is rooted in the 
unity and interdependence of self and others.  You cannot love your 
neighbor as yourself without realizing that your neighbor is yourself.  Once 
this realization is grasped, justice – treating others with the same respect 
and dignity with which you wish to be treated – is axiomatic.   
(Proverbs by Rami Shapiro, p. 52) 
  
 

 
 
Focus Question:  How are you challenged to live compassion, dwelling in 
Wisdom from day to day? 
 


