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Wisdom Circle Preparation Sheet 
May 2018 
 
Theme for the year:  Living Wisely /  
 Dwelling in Wisdom from Day to Day 
 

Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 6:32-33 (New Jerusalem Bible): 
If you wish it, my [beloved], you can be taught; apply yourself,  
and you will become intelligent.  If you love listening, 
you will learn, if you pay attention, you will become wise. 

 
May’s Focus:  Serving 
 
Initial Reading 
 “She is the first of God’s creation, and the blueprint by which all creation is formed. 
Wisdom is the way the world is the world. She may be compared to the current of an 
ocean or the grain of jade or wood. And as with wood, to work with Wisdom (as 
opposed to working against her) is to live an effective and satisfactory life. How do we 
live with Wisdom?” Rabbi Rami Shapiro, Proverbs Annotated and Explained. xxvi 
 
Personal Reflection 
When the team suggested “Service” as a way to live with Wisdom, I came to see this to 
mean an amalgam of the ways we reach out to others. Unconditional Justice, 
Compassion, direct generosity… are the terms that most often refer to serving others. 
“Working with Wisdom” means working with others, not just solitary contemplation. 
Wisdom, after all, calls to us from the highway, the city, places where humans live 
together. Doing that requires “order, balance, justice,” (xxix) which Chochmah (the 
Hebrew word for Wisdom; Sophia is the Greek) represents. Knowing Wisdom requires 
spacious mind, which is “fearless, creative, compassionate, inclusive and loving….your 
success requires the success of others, and cannot be achieved at their expense.” (xxxi)  
 
Reading Selections from Rami Shapiro, Proverbs Annotated and Explained, both the 
proverbs themselves and Shapiro’s commentaries. The Proverbs represent daily life, and 
distinguish between the wise and the foolish, and Shapiro emphasizes the larger picture 
of self and others. These categories are differentiated typographically. 
 
God is unbounded wisdom, knowledge and insight. 
Wisdom upon Wisdom, God is the foundation of truth. 
Only the attentive will find God, only the simple will know truth; 
And God will grant these to you, safeguarding the paths of justice 
And protecting those who choose to walk them…  
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When Wisdom is embraced, righteousness, justice are known; (Proverbs 2: 6-9, Shapiro, 
11, 13) 
 
Do not imagine that you are wise 
Know only that you do not know… 
Know from Whom success comes and give generously to 

those in need. (Proverbs 3: 5-7, Shapiro, 17) 
 
Do not hold back from helping others; 
Share what you have without reservation. (Proverbs 3:27, Shapiro, 23) 
 
These words will shield your heart and protect  

your wisdom; 
Tie them like a string on your finger to remind you of  

Righteousness. 
Align your heart with mercy and your head with justice (Proverbs 7: 2-3, Shapiro, 45) 
 
“The wise rarely get angry, and when they do it is at the injustices of society rather than 
anger at their own thwarted dreams. This is because they know that there is no plan for 
one’s life, only the challenges of living life with grace, humor, courage, creativity and 
compassion.” (Shapiro, Proverbs, 66) 
 
“The just are rooted in community, knowing self and other to be part of a greater unity. 
Their generosity lessens the self….” (Shapiro, Proverbs, 70) 
 
“Doing good begets good—this is the path of the righteous….The wise seek to bring 
wisdom to the lost and show them the truth that is the inheritance of all.” (Shapiro, 
Proverbs, 78) 
 
“It is good to be generous, to share what you have with those who have less. It is better 
to do so with the proper realization: you are not giving what is yours to someone else; 
you are sharing with someone else that which belongs to you both….The wise share, and 
know there is no making less or more, only a more just distribution of what belongs to 
us all.” (Shapiro, Proverbs, 86) 
 
The wise seek wisdom as the source of life;… 
The quest for wisdom is its own reward; 
Let your actions be driven by truth. (Proverbs, 16: 22, 26, Shapiro, 115) 
 
“Knowing you are divine, and being able to draw from that infinite source of 
compassionate justice, raises the self beyond selfishness and the fear in which 
selfishness is rooted.” (Shapiro, Proverbs, 132) 
 
Each step is taken in the company of God, 
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If you understand the nature of the journey.  
Injustice and lies lead you from the path; 
Honesty and generosity return you to it. (Proverbs 20: 24, 25, Shapiro, 143) 
 
Open your mouth and speak for those who have no voice; 
Seek justice for those who have no champion. 
Open your mouth and plead for the rights 
Of those who are poor and needy. (Proverbs 31: 8-9, Shapiro, 229) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


