
VISITATION - CHANTICLEER COMMUNITY - JULY 2018 
 

 The Chanticleer Community desired to reflect with Leadership on aspects of diminishment and  
 the intercultural and inter-generational aspect of life in community, as well as their particular  
 experiences of ministry. Our visit began with prayer after which the community shared about  

both their lives and ministries. 
 

Sister Virginia beams as she recounts the profound effect that the 
Eldercare program at Maria Regina has had on her. “I go three 
days a week and it has given me a whole different outlook on 
life.” Many in the program have severe limitations and needs. No 
matter what the person’s needs are, the staff is so caring and 
edifying. They see the wisdom in the people whose conditions 
and ability to interact vary widely- but all are treated with respect 
and care.” For Virginia, this is a new call to ministry for her as 
well. “God is calling me to minister to the staff and the others 
who are with me in Eldercare -even as they minister to me.” She 
assured us that “There is life after 90!” 
 

Sister Mary Eileen speaks of her ministry of prayer, “I pray for all those intentions that come to 
us on the relay and on line and for all those we hear about on the news in our troubled world.” “I 
am also the community banker,” for which the community members were most grateful. 

 
 Sister Camille continues her Outreach Ministry at St. Mary’s in East Islip. “I see all kinds 
 of neediness - some has to do with food or paying electric bills. But for so many they 
 need someone to simply listen to them and sometimes, if they ask, someone to pray with 
 them. I see hunger on many levels. I often hear 
 those in need say “I came in here with 
 tears in my eyes, hopeless and now I am 
 smiling…”  

 
 A large part of Camille’s work is ministering to the 80 

volunteers, training them in how to listen and how to 
receive with respect all who come to the food pantry 
and the thrift shop. Networking and collaborating with 
other churches, food banks, stores and organizations, 
she and her staff and volunteers serve the poorest of 
the poor. In September Camille will bring a dozen 
volunteers to Litchfield for retreat and training days.  

  
  
Sister Marie Josée brings the experience from her work in 
Haiti for USAID to bear on her position as Director of 
Parish Social Ministry at St. Martin of Tours Church in 
Amityville. There she is working with dozens of 
volunteers in the parish food pantry and thrift shop, 
networking with other churches and organizations helping 
those in need.  



 
 Sister Marie Josée engages with her volunteers, training them in respectful listening and 
 assistance for all who come to the door seeking food or clothing or a listening heart. The 
 needs of the people are enormous. But a major focus is the volunteers, helping them to 
 see this as an expression of the gospel, praying with them and coaching them. 
  
 In speaking to the reality of intercultural and intergenerational living, the community 
 shared both their experiences and their learnings. What 
 follows is some of the Wisdom from that conversation.  

 Community life can be challenging- I see Wisdom at 
work in the challenges- even the difficult ones 

 I work at how not to become discouraged - I try to 
learn from different personalities - to understand 
another point of view 

 In this community I live intercultural and 
intergenerational life. We learn from each other; we 
grow in talking about misunderstanding. That is an 
important part of our life- how to understand where 
each one is coming from, how to talk about 
differences. For me “growth is forever, as long as we have the breath of life…” 

 We do not let age or physical limitation block anything in what has to be done in the 
house or in ministry. 

 I believe I see among us an eagerness to live life- I see Wisdom. 
 
Finally, we asked the community to consider: “What of the Future?” 
 
The sisters spoke of the Jubilee, how wonderful it was to be together and the reality it presented 
of who we are at this point in time. “As I look at the years ahead, I know that a lot of us won’t be 
here for that future…but Wisdom will always be present, even when we are not present.” 
 
“We are like the planters of seeds- as sisters 
in the past were. We touch people in our 
lives, in our ministry and they touch others 
and they carry on the mission of Wisdom. 
We plant the seeds. We watch the changes it 
makes in peoples’ faith- for example, our 
volunteers who bear fruit- and then they 
expand the network of care.  And that is all 
we need to know- it is in God’s hands!” 
 
Having been fed in the Spirit, we closed the 
meeting with a delicious lunch! Thank you 
for your welcoming hospitality! 
       -Evelyn Lamoureux and Marie Chiodo
   
 


