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Provincial Leadership Report - July 2017 

 
The Provincial Leadership Team met on Friday, July 21, 2017, Saturday, July 22, 2017 
and by conference call on Friday, July 28, 2017.  
 

 
 

On Friday, July 21 the Leadership Team after having done personal reflection in 
advance of the meeting shared reflections in a contemplative dialogue process.  The 
areas for reflection were:  Emotional, Intellectual, Mystical, Aesthetic and Physical. 
 
In December, the Leadership Teams from Canada and U.S. will engage in a 
contemplative dialogue process to share reflections on their personal experience and 
plan ways to engage Sisters (in both provinces) in a similar process as we face the 
realities of aging, diminishment and dying. 
 
Each team member captured the salient thoughts that emerged from our collective sharing 
on each of the areas for reflection. 
 
Highlights (brief summaries) of our reflections: 
 
Emotional 
As we reflected on this topic, we became aware of many feelings that emerged:   
sadness, challenges of the future, anger at those who left us, energy to go on… 
 
There is some fear about the future and wonder about who will do what I am doing 
now.  We became aware that how we are today, impacts on the future.  How we live is 
how we die. 
 
We became aware that we are not doing this alone.  The entire province is experiencing 
what we are experiencing.   Life is a continuum. 
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As we surrender to the inevitable, we need to remember that surrender can be very 
positive.  We have plenty of life left, albeit diminishing.  We need to “let go” because 
something different is emerging. 

Sr. Evelyn Lamoureux 
 
 
Intellectual 
Narrative on contemplative dialogue – some of the reflections that took place among us 
based on two readings: excerpts from The Grace in Dying and article, The 
Transformative Call of Suffering, from LCWR Occasional Papers, Summer 2017. 
 
Aging, diminishment and dying have the potential to engage us in a peace filled 
experience. It can be a process of letting go that leads us into the process of 
transcending which leads us into the next “plane” or “realm.” This bespeaks a belief in 
the oneness and interconnectedness not only of all created reality and all species, but of 
a oneness with what is the next step of the journey from life to death to life.  All 
religions teach of such a transformation- not into a void- but into a continued 
consciousness with life after life as we know it. There is strength and grace in the 
surrender that is the gateway to this movement of the Spirit. It can be an invitation to 
find meaning in the suffering – our own, our world’s suffering peoples and nature 
itself. It may be another doorway into understanding the cross. The search for meaning, 
facing the fears, an excitement, not just about the here and now- but about the infinite 
possibilities yet to be, these make all the difference in how we view aging, 
diminishment and dying for ourselves, the world’s peoples and the planet. 

Sr. Marie Chiodo 
 
Mystical 
 
In reflecting on aging, diminishment and dying, tapping into the mystical aspect proved 
to be both enlightening and filled with meaning.  We each entered into a conversation 
in prayer with Marie Louise asking her to speak to us of her experience of loss.  As we 
shared our encounters, we discovered invitations to go deeper in our contemplation: 
don’t hold on too tightly - give space to Wisdom; embrace the reality of the Cross; know 
that Marie Louise is still with us; Wisdom continues to reveal Herself in our very 
experience of aging, diminishment and dying.  Clearly, we were aware of the awesome 
task of remaining conscious of Wisdom’s working in our midst.  

Sr. Evelyn Eckhardt 
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Aesthetic 
When we reflect on aging, diminishment and dying, we may not immediately make the 
connection to the aesthetic aspects.  Well, I did not at first.  Art is an expression of 
creativity.  Art in all its forms provides us with a way to explore new possibilities.  I 
have always loved photography from behind the lens of the camera and enjoying the 
work of others.  Looking at nature, photography, painting, music, poetry, etc., opens us 
to another plane of reality.  In the publication Spirituality in Higher Education 
Newsletter – January 2007, it states:  The arts do not provide linear explanations of how 
things function, but point to the complexities and ambiguities of living.  They both 
reveal and conceal and invite us to rely more on intuition than on logic or 
reason.  Inviting the arts into our reflection on aging, diminishment and dying is an 
invitation to enter deeply into the mystery of life. 

Sr. Cathy Sheehan 
 
Physical 
Though we often hear age is a matter of mind or attitude, we each know that the 
process of aging is physical.  Some days we are more conscious of than others, but 
nonetheless whether we pay attention or not, our bodies are aging.  How we age 
depends partly on genetics, e.g. look to your parents.  Lifestyle choices, however, also 
have an effect on the aging process.  We cannot control the family aspects of aging, but 
we can make choices regarding lifestyle that affect the aging process.  Some of the 
changes we experience with age affect the heart, bones, and our senses (vision, hearing) 
to name a few.  Staying active, maintaining a good weight, managing stress and chronic 
health conditions such as high blood pressure and diabetes all help. 
 
It is important to get regular vision and hearing evaluations.  We are used to getting our 
eyes checked and wearing corrective lenses when necessary.  Many of us started 
wearing corrective lenses at a young age.  Since the loss of hearing is often gradual, we 
may accommodate and pay less attention to the changes.  Regular hearing checks and 
the use of hearing aids when needed are also important.  

Sr. Cathy Sheehan 
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In addition to the Mission Grants (which will be awarded in September), we have also 
made donations to others who reflect our values and are partners in mission.  Since 
January 2017, donations have been made to the following: 
 

Christ the King Regional High School Maryhaven Center of Hope 
CRS-STOP One River Foundation (Wisdom World Bible) 
Friends of Montfort, Inc. Opening Word 
Good Samaritan Hospital Foundation Pax Christi Metro New York 
Just Faith Ministries Pioneer Education Foundation 
LCWR St. Charles Hospital Foundation 
Lifeway Network St. Joseph Renewal Center 
Long Lake Public Library Tom Greco Music Scholarship Fund 
Maria Regina Residence United We Dream 
Martin DePorres School Zonta Club of Long Island 
 

Sr. Cathy Sheehan was elected the Chairperson of LCWR – Region 2 (State of New 
York).  Term of office began August 1, 2017. 
 
Sr. Evelyn Eckhardt and Sr. Cathy will participate in this year’s LCWR National 
Assembly in Orlando, FL from August 8 – 13, 2017. 
 

Sr. Marie Josée Seide will be renewing her vows on August 9, 2017.  Please keep Sr. 
Marie Josée in prayer this day. 
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Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
Ann Gray, D.W. (Chair) 
 Maryse Haig, A.W. 
 Evelyn Lamoureux, D.W. (Leadership Liaison) 
 Margaret McCabe, D.W. 
 Rosemary McKenna, D.W. 
 Audrey Schroeder, A.W. 
 
Fire in Our Hearts (FIOH) 
Cathy Murtha, D.W. (Chair) 
 Evelyn Eckhardt, D.W. (Leadership Liaison) 
 Sue O’Brien, A.W. 
 Camille Solis, D.W. 
 Pat Wolosz, A.W. 
 
Formation Team 
Barbara O’Dea, D.W. (Coordinator) 

Evelyn Eckhardt, D.W. (Leadership Liaison & Temporary Vows) 
 Cathy Murtha, D.W. (Ongoing Formation) 
 Barbara O’Dea, D.W. (Vocation Promotion) 
 
 Vocation Committee 

Barbara O’Dea, D.W. (Chair) 
Rosemary Connelly, D.W. 
Diane Guerette, D.W. 
Grace Malonzo, D.W. 
Bernadette Sassone, D.W. 
Audrey Schroeder, A.W. 

 
 Ongoing Formation Committee 

Cathy Murtha, D.W. (Chair) 
Ann Casagrande, D.W. 
Pat Torre, D.W. 
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Chapter Planning Committee 
Diana Capozzi, D.W. (Chair) 
 Marie Josée Seide, D.W. 
 Cathy Sheehan, D.W. (Leadership Liaison) 
 
Jubilee Planning Committee 2017 
Joan Canfield, D.W. (Chair) 
 Diane Capozzi, D.W. 
 Ann Casagrande, D.W. 
 Ann Gray, D.W. 
 Catherine McWilliams (Communications Director) 
 Cathy Murtha, D.W. 
 Patricia Pelletier, D.W. 
 Bernadette Sassone, D.W. 
 Marie Josée Seide, D.W. 
 Camille Solis, D.W. 
 

 
Office Coordinator 
Nancy Miller 
 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Phone Extension: 16 
Responsible for organizational management of office functions.  In addition, Nancy is 
also responsible for informing the Provincial House Community of hospitality needs.  
Please let Nancy know if you are planning to stay at the Provincial House. 
 
Communications Director 
Catherine McWilliams 
 Monday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Phone Extension:  21 
Responsible for managing and directing the Province’s internal and external 
communications. 
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Mission Advancement 
Rosalie Mullane 

Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Phone Extension: 17 

Responsible for the activity of the Mission Advancement Office. Rosalie will address 
any questions related to donations and fund-raising events. 

Archives 
Alyse Franco 
 Volunteers usually one evening a week 
 Phone Extension:  26 
Responsible for assessing, collecting, organizing, preserving and maintaining control 
over records and archives with long-term historical value. 
 

In general, the following is the schedule of the personnel in the Finance Office. Any 
questions may be addressed to Jacquie since she is present each day and knows the 
workings of the office. Specific questions may be addressed to Beth or Lori directly, in 
keeping with the areas indicated below:

Jacquie Hagihara        
Monday – Thursday from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm and Friday from 7:30 am to 
11:00am 
Phone Extension:  13 

Responsibilities:   Budget 
   Billing 
   Half-year report 
   Repairs: car and property 
   General finance questions 
 
Beth Swiss    COMTROLLER     

Tuesday and Friday  from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Phone Extension:  12 

Specific Responsibilities: Taxes, Patrimony 
 
Lori Singleton     

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:15 am to 4:30 pm 
Phone Extension:  15   

Specific Responsibilities: Government programs, car insurance, deposits 
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Please note: The Committees and Province Office Staff will be on the website and will 
be updated as needed. 

Sr. Louise Madore, Sr. Isabelle Retailleau and Sr. Rani Kurian will be visiting us from 
September 11 – September 25, 2017. 

A schedule of the visit is attached.  You will be contacted directly by Leadership within 
the next few weeks about details of the visits to communities. 
    
Future Agenda Items for Leadership 
If sisters or communities have requests for the Leadership Team: 

o Please send at least two weeks in advance of a team meeting so we can make 
time for it on the agenda. 

o Please send a copy of the request to each of the team by email.  If you prefer to 
send in by regular mail, please send to Cathy Sheehan who will assure the team 
members receive it.  

Upcoming Leadership Meetings 
 

o October 13-14, 2017 
o November 10-11, 2017 
o December 15-16, 2017 

 
 
 
 

The Finance Staff thank you for sending in 
your 6-month reports and budgets for 2018! 
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Upcoming Events 
 

o August 5, 2017  Province Jubilee Celebration (Montfort Spirituality  
                                                Center, Bay Shore)  

o August 7-12, 2017  LCWR National Conference 
o August 16-24, 2017  Friends of Wisdom Pilgrimage (France) 
o September 11-25, 2017 Visit of the General Council to the US                               
o September 30 – October 1 Tag Sale at the Provincial House 
o October 1, 2017  Rockville Centre Diocese Jubilee Celebration 
o March 14-18, 2018  First Session of Provincial Chapter 
o August 1-31, 2018  General Chapter (France) 
o November 12-18, 2018 Second Session of Provincial Chapter followed by  

Province Leadership Selection 

 
 

 

  


