
 

 

Driver Safety Policy 

 

 

 

 

This policy demonstrates our commitment to driving safety and respect for human life.  

This policy has been established to encourage safe and responsible driving, foster an 

awareness that will reduce injury to ourselves and others and decrease damage to 

property related to motor vehicle accidents.  The risk of motor vehicle accidents and 

serious crash-related injuries increases with age.  This policy focuses on driver safety 

education, assessment of driving skills, and ultimately the prevention of driving related 

morbidity and mortality. 

 

Since driving often provides one with ability to be involved in active ministry and the 

independence to participate in other activities, it can be very difficult when one is no 

longer able to drive safely.  Alternative means of transportation to maintain an active 

lifestyle will be provided whenever possible. 

 

Rationale:  Various factors contribute to an increased risk of motor vehicle accidents, 

including the prevalence of conditions that include:  vision and hearing deficits, stroke, 

Parkinson’s disease, arthritis, diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia.  

Certain medications may also contribute to unsafe driving.  Age may also a contributing 

factor.  The incidence of motor vehicle accidents increases around the age of 60, and gets 

higher after the age of 75.  Age may cause changes in physical functioning, vision, 

perception, and processing abilities that may make driving unsafe.   

 

Some warning signs that driving may be unsafe are: 

 

• Does not observe signs, signals, or other traffic 

• Needs help or instructions from passengers 

• Slow or poor decisions 

• Easily frustrated or confused 

• Frequently gets lost, even in familiar areas 

• Inappropriate driving speeds (too fast or too slow) 

• Poor road position, or wide turns 

• Accidents or near misses 

• Does not pay attention to weather or road hazards 

• Increasingly nervous when driving 
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Some medical and behavioral concerns that affect driving ability include: 

 

• Vision problems (cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration, retinitis pigmentosa, 

diabetic retinopathy) 

• Memory loss 

• Fatigue 

• Not hearing or following verbal instructions 

• Giving inappropriate responses 

• Trouble with gross motor tasks 

• Dizziness when changing positions 

• Shortness of breath 

• Certain medications that come with a warning not to drive when taking them 

 

Policy Goals: 

 

1. Encourage driver safety education. 

2. Assist in identifying areas of potential driver risk. 

3. Promote improvement in driving skills. 

4. Encourage setting voluntary limits, for example: 

• Driving only in daylight hours 

• Driving only in fair weather conditions 

• Driving in limited areas and known territory 

• Avoiding high speed areas and areas/times of congested traffic 

5. Encourage conversations among community members regarding safe driving. 

6. Reduce the number and severity of motor vehicle accidents. 

 

Policy Guidelines: 

 

1. All Sisters who are 55 years old and over, who are currently active drivers, are 

encouraged to attend an AARP sponsored 55 Alive course or another comparable 

course. 

 

2. At age 70, all active drivers will be required to attend a driver safety course (55 

Alive or another comparable course).  A copy of the certificate of completion will 

be on file at the Provincial House. 

 

3. Starting at age 70, all active drivers will be required to have a vision test every 

other year.  The results of the vision test will be on file at the Provincial House.  

Depending on the one’s health status, a medical evaluation may also be required.  

 

4. When a Sister reaches the age of 75, she will take the Driver Assessment 

administered through the Association for Driver Rehabilitation Specialists or a 

similar association. After initial assessment at age 75, a Sister will repeat the 

driver assessment every five years. After age 85, she will repeat the test every two 

years. 
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5. The Association for Driver Rehabilitation Specialists   http://www.driver-ed.org    

is a national organization that provides evaluation of driving skills. If you have 

trouble finding the web site through the above address, please do a search for 

“The Association for Driver Rehabilitation Specialists” and locate their web site 

that way.  Looking at this web site will provide the driver rehabilitation specialists 

located in your area. The evaluation conducted by a driver rehabilitation specialist 

consists of both a clinical and road evaluation.  The clinical portion involves 

vision, reaction and cognitive screening and is followed by an up to one hour on-

the-road evaluation.  This type of evaluation may be required of any Sister 

regardless of age when: 

 

• Health or driving history is in question 

• A citation has been issued for a moving violation (speeding, running a stop 

sign, etc.) 

• Fault is assigned in a motor vehicle accident 

 

 

Resources 

 

• American Association of Retired Persons (AARP):  1-800-424-3410, 

(www.aarp.org) 

• American Automobile Association (AAA) Foundation for Traffic Safety:  Check 

local listings for “800” number in your area, (www.aaa.com) 

• National Safety Council:  1-800-621-7619, (www.nsc.org) 

• Association for Driver Rehabilitation Specialists   http://www.driver-ed.org     

 

Often, local community/senior centers and agencies are the best source for information 

about local programs. 
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