
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATE’S COORDINATING TEAM 

Dear Friends,                               

It is with great joy and sadness too that we write our final  
letter for Wisdom’s Voice.  The joy comes with the 
knowledge of a job well done…a job well done by all of us 
Associates together during the past eight years.  Just give a 
read to the following accomplishments that have been imple-
mented by our Associate Community as a whole. 

In 2013 the Associates of Wisdom handbook was completely 
revised. In 2016 it was amended to change the term of the  
Associates Coordinating Team to coincide with that of the    

Provincial Leadership Team 

The Co-Directors were part of a committee which created a joint brochure for the 

Daughters of Wisdom and Associates of Wisdom. 

Since the inception of a yearly pledge program, the Associates have gained a large measure of fi-
nancial independence. 

The Associates’ Newsletter (Wisdom’s Voice), begun in 2012, continues to be published each year 
and is posted on the Associates section of the US Province website. 

The Daughters of Wisdom Jubilee celebration now includes those who have been Associates for 
twenty-five years. 

The Associates of Wisdom sponsor (SHERO) an individual at The Center for Wisdom’s Women run 
by Associate Klara Tammany.  We continue our sponsorship of a deaf child at Institut Montfort in 
Haiti. 

A new formation program was developed by the AW formation committee accompanied by a de-
tailed manual for spiritual companions. 

For the first time, Associates participated in a discernment process to choose new leadership. 

The sadness comes because a void of sorts appears after being in leadership of a well loved  com-
munity…and we Ellie, Pat and Valerie hold our Associate family in a special place in our hearts for 
what’s not to love in each of us together…in all of us as community. 

We are excited as the next Associate Coordinating Team--Sue, Maria and Audrey-- lead us into the 
future with new energy and new vision. 

Wisdom’s blessings, 

Ellie, Pat W.,  & Valerie 

Wisdom the Artisan of All…  



 

 

In gratitude, we, Maria Roja, Suzanne O’Brien, Audrey Schroeder and Sr. Patricia Schmidt, DW 
would like to introduce ourselves as the new Associate Coordinating Team (ACT) elected to 
serve our Associate Community.   

First, we would like to say “Thank You” to the outgoing team, Pat Wolosz, Ellie  
Filippone, Valerie Day and Sr. Patricia Schmidt, DW.  Their many years of service culminated 
into a working, foundational structure that enables the Associate Community to thrive and move 
forward.  

Maria Roja (pronounced “Roya”), AW writes:  I am one of 
your new co-directors and am honored to serve Holy Wisdom 
and the Associate Community in this leadership role.  

After a 20-year career as a legal secretary/paralegal, my pas-
sion for social justice resulted in a career change in 1995 when 
I became a Social Worker with specialties in hospice and geri-
atric social work.  I am also a trained Spiritual Director. 

I made my first promises as an Associate of Wisdom in 2011.  I 
have served on the Associate Formation Committee, and cur-
rently serve on both the Fire In Our Hearts/CT (FIOH/CT) and 
the Wisdom Circle (WC) planning teams.  

One of the goals your new ACT team hopes to accomplish, 
with your input and participation, is reflected in the team’s vi-
sion/theme:  “Building Community”.  We invite your support, 
ideas, and, of course your prayers as we journey in solidarity to  
fulfill our mission Statement “Together we Love, Live and  
Proclaim Wisdom”. 

Suzanne O’Brien (Sue), AW writes:  I am honored that you 
have elected me to be one of your co-directors for the next 
four years.  It is my hope that my gifts and talents will be 
guided by Wisdom to be used to serve the Associate  
Community. I’ve been an Associate since May 2010.  I have 
served on the Associate Formation Committee, The Fire In 
Our Hearts (FIOH/CT Planning Team, and the Wisdom  
Circle Planning Team.   

I composed a Chant which is frequently used by both the 
AW and DW communities at gatherings and communal 
prayer.  With the rest of the ACT team, and all of you, let us 
build community and spread the Wisdom Charism.  Mutuali-
ty and support as a main artery will transform our lives as 
always by living our Mission Statement “Together we Love, 
Live and Proclaim Wisdom”. 

INTRODUCING NEW LEADERSHIP: THE ASSOCIATE COMMITTEE TEAM 



 

 

 

 

 

 Audrey Schroeder, AW writes: I made my first promises in 
2007.  As a member of our newly elected ACT team, I have 
begun my journey of working in collaboration with our team 
members and our entire Associate Community.  Working to 
find creative ways to be together more frequently for prayer, 
sharing and celebrations is on the horizon.  We need each 
other to thrive and thrive we will.   

Currently I edit Wisdom’s Voice, our newsletter.  I work 
alongside the DWs and other Aws on several ministries and 
committees such as JPIC, and teaching English with the 
DWs as part of their Intercultural Mission.   

Let us be grateful for our blessings as we, all Associates, 
share the talents bestowed upon us by Holy Wisdom. 

  

 

 

Sr. Patricia Schmidt, DW writes: Having been involved 
with the Associate Community since it was merely a seed 
planted in our hearts, I am in awe of what wisdom has ac-
complished since the 1980,s.  One might even say it has 
gone viral!  As a member of the ACT team these last years I 
have watched dedicated women give the group direction, a 
communal sense and a deep love for your Wisdom charism.  
But most importantly I have witnessed their deep desire to 
share these riches with others.  You are in good hands. 



 

 

By Bonnie Zaman, AW 

SINCE TAKING MY FIRST COVENANT CEREMONY 

My First Covenant Ceremony was on April 29, 2017, and since then I have been fully commit-
ted to Wisdom Spirituality and the mission of the Wisdom family in various ways.  I have been 
participating as a committee member of CT Wisdom Circle and Fire In Our Hearts, which has 
been a special joy to me.  And, as the environment is of special interest to me, I have also been 
seeking and developing a deeper realization of Wisdom's love of us and all creation each and 
every day. 

Holy Wisdom's call also leads me to respond to those in need of healing via my Harmonious 
Self practice of Reiki healing and teaching, AromaTouch Therapy, Guided Imagery Medita-
tion, and writing the "Life Story and Spiritual Will" for residents at retirement centers, as well 
as volunteering as a Reiki Practitioner at a local Cancer Center.  I have also been promoting 
peace via the Campaign Nonviolence grassroots movement of Pace e Bene. 

My love for Holy Wisdom is shared by my participation in our Wisdom Circles and Fire In 
Our Hearts.  Anyone who shows an interest in learning more about Wisdom Spirituality is wel-
come to journey with us at these meetings. 

By living my promises, I have witnessed growth and healing transformations within myself 
and in others in physical, emotional, and spiritual ways, and gratefully feel Wisdom's guidance 
in all that I do. 

MY FIRST COVENANT CEREMONY: BONNIE ZAMAN, AW 

REST IN HOLY WISDOM’S PEACE, MARTHA 

By Audrey Schroeder, AW 

 Most of us have just recently learned of the death of our dear 
Sister Associate, Martha Goeller's passing into Holy Wisdom's 
Arms in February, 2018. 

Martha truly Loved, Lived and Proclaimed Wisdom through her 
most difficult days.  

Martha wrote: " When I touch the life of another woman with 
breast cancer or any serious illness, it is humbling while deliver-
ing a meal or simply talking and sharing, brings hope and energy 
to them. There are so many souls in need. Keeping Holy Wisdom 
in my heart as I go forward in my own journey with Her and 
share Her grace with those I serve is a vocation of love. My  
Wisdom community means so very much to me ..." 

Rest in Eternal Peace, Martha, we miss you. 



 

 

 

By Audrey Schroeder, AW with input from Sr. Diane Guerette, DW 

On Saturday, April 27, 2019, 13 men and 
women participated in a program  
sponsored by the Fire in Our Hearts  
ministry of the Daughters of Wisdom and 
Associates of Wisdom, at Wisdom House, in 
Litchfield, CT. The program, entitled:  
Wisdom Calls the Divided Heart, was  
created and led by the Fire in Our  
Hearts-Connecticut team that consists of  
Associates of Wisdom: Suzanne O’Brien, 
Maria Roja, Bonnie Zaman, Bonnie Odiorne 
(absent that day); friend of Wisdom, Ellie 
Sauer, and Daughter of Wisdom, Diane 
Guerette. 

I attended this event and was welcomed by 
the Team and attendees, many of whom par-
ticipate in these programs whenever offered, 
usually twice a year. The program included 
prayer, silent reflection time, discussion, 
music, song and scripture. Several people 
shared their own experiences of division of 
heart and soul during life's journey in times  
of confusion. 

The day ended with the distribution of 
“whole-heart stones” and a healing ritual  
using essential oils, whose blend was made 
especially for peace, reassurance, and  
contentment. This ritual was guided by  
Bonnie Zaman.” 

Remarks heard from the group: “The energy 
of the people in the room was refreshing”. 
“Hearing the name Wisdom-God for God is 
truly life-giving and healing for me. This is a 
new beginning for me.” 

If you are interested  in being on Fire In Our Hearts/
CT  email list, please contact Sister Diane Guerette 

at dguerettedw@comcast.net.    

Dishes of “whole-heart” stones await distribution 

FIRE IN OUR HEARTS: A DAY OF INSPIRATION 

AW Bonnie Zaman anointing with healing essential oils . Having received their healing oils, these partici-
pants reflect on the “whole-heart stones” each holds in her/his hand. 



 

 

 
Wisdom’s Voice is produced by  
the Communications Committee: 
Audrey Schroeder, AW  
(in association with ACT) 
Maryse Haig, AW 
Bonnie Odiorne, AW 
Emma Rohn, DW 
Margaret Kelliher, DW 
 
Layout  & Design by: 
Mary Lazzaro, AW 
 
 
The newsletter is published annually. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Annual  

Associates of Wisdom  

Gathering 

October 5, 2019 

New Location:   

Wisdom House,  

Litchfield CT 

Theme:   

Building Community 

More Details to Follow 

 


