
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATE’S COORDINATING TEAM 

For everything there is a season , 
and a time for every matter  

under heaven .   

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Dear Associates, 

 Although new beginnings are usually preferred over endings, we should remember that every new  

beginning requires an ending.  The flow of life is a process of change. 

 We begin this letter with these words for the time has come for the present Associate Coordinating 

Team (ACT) to end its tenure and for a new team to step up.  Discernment for choosing new leadership 

will take place in the fall of this year at Star of the Sea, October 19-21. 

 Prior to the fall get together, we will be spending time at Montfort House on July 21st. to talk about 

discernment and determine if there are people willing to serve.  There will be more information forth-

coming via email beginning in the spring.  

 A survey will be sent to each of us from the ad hoc committee headed by Bonnie Odiorne and Ellen 

Francois to begin our exploration of digital initiatives in order to improve communication and connec-

tion.  This topic will be part of the July meeting also. 

 As we look back at our years as a team we are proud of the many accomplishments we, along with 

each of you, have brought to life.  Our report to the Provincial Chapter enumerates them and we share 

this report with you.  In that report we have included what the present ACT sees as our challenges for 

the future as well as where our energy needs to be focused.  It is our hope that a new team will be in-

spired to bring them to fruition. 

 We thank you for your participation and support over these last years.  Our Associate community is a 

blessing and a bond held together by Wisdom. 

Wisdom’s blessings, 

Pat W., Ellie, Valerie, Pat S. 



 

 

What are your accomplishments? 

1. We continue to have our annual retreat each 

fall at Star of the Sea.  We also aim for             

another gathering in Connecticut now in 

spring/summer rather than in winter as in 

2012 and 2013.The Associates Coordinating 

Team (ACT) has met yearly with the Provin-

cial  Leadership Team since 2016. 

2. The Associates’ Newsletter (Wisdom’s 

Voice),  begun in 2012, continues to be pub-

lished in the  winter of every year and is post-

ed on the Associates section of the US  

Province website. 

3. Associates of Wisdom handbook was com- 

pletely revised and amended since to change 

the term of the Associates Coordinating 

Team to coincide with that of the Provincial  

Leadership Team 

4. The Co-Directors were part of a committee 

which created a joint brochure for the  

Daughters of Wisdom and Associates of  

Wisdom. 

5. Since the inception of a yearly pledge pro-

gram, the Associates have gained a large  

measure of financial independence. 

6. The Jubilee celebration each year now in- 

cludes  those who have been Associates for 

twenty-five years. 

7. The Associates of Wisdom now sponsor 

(SHERO) an individual at The Center for  

Wisdom’s Women run by Associate Klara 

Tammany.  We continue our sponsorship of a 

deaf child at Institut Montfort in Haiti. 

 

8. A new formation program was developed  

by  the AW formation committee accompa-

nied by  a detailed manual for spiritual  

companions. 

9. A “Sunshine Committee” was formed to 

acknowledge special occasions: birthdays, 

get well, sympathy, thinking of you, and so 

on, based on daily DW relay information. 

10. The process for covenant renewal was simpli- 

fied and unnecessary and tedious paperwork 

was eliminated. 

11. After discussion at Star, it was decided that 

we  keep our title as Associates of Wisdom, 

rather  than Friends of Wisdom, since 

“Associates” is  the term used by US  

Congregations. 

12. For the first time, the Associates participated 

in a discernment process in choosing new  

leadership. 

13. Associate Maryse Haig attended the 2017 

Friends of Wisdom pilgrimage in France. 

14. Associates now serve on various DW commit

- tees, such as Fire in Our Hearts, JPIC, and 

the  Vocation Committee. 

ASSOCIATE COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 



 

 

What are your challenges? 

1. Forming community is our biggest challenge 

with Associates spread out from Maine 

to Florida.  At present an ad hoc committee  

is investigating “digital initiatives” to foster  

better connections in the future and  

hopefully  making our presence known to a 

younger generation. 

2. We need to encourage better attendance/ par-

ticipation of Associates in Associate  

 retreats/gatherings as well as province  

gatherings (ex: jubilees). 

3. The fact that Associates are aging and are 

spread throughout the east coast raises 

serious concerns, the first being leadership 

from 2019 on.  Will enough names surface?  

If not, where/how do we proceed?  

 

 

 

Moving forward together where would 

you like to focus your energy? 

1. We continue to encourage that province  

early formation programs and presentations  

be  open  to Associates, and especially  

Associate Candidates.  

2. We would like to focus our energy on invit-

ing  women and men to our Wisdom family 

to explore the riches of the Associate  

Relationship as well as the treasure we hold 

in our spirituality and charism. This will 

hopefully  be  one by-product of the ad hoc 

committee  on  “digital initiatives.” 

3. We need to explore new ways of communica-

tion and find better ways to encourage  

Associates’participation—as both are  

essential to the viability of the Associate 

community.   

 An International Committee of the Friends of Wisdom, just recently named.  

The members of the are 

Jean Plamondon : Canada                                    

 Héléne Leboeuf :   Canada                                    

Véronique Frinault : France                             

Christian René Razafindraibe : Madagascar                            

Kiki Artina   : Indonésie 

The meeting for the launching of our International Committee will take place  

March 28-29 and 30 2018, at the General House of the Daughters of Wisdom in Paris. 



 

 

By Maryse Haig, AW 

TOGETHER AT THE SOURCE  

Continued on next page 



 

 

TOGETHER AT THE SOURCE, continued 



 

 

by Ellen Francois AW 

When anyone asks me how and where I 

experience God, I immediately respond 

that I experience God most in the sights, 

sounds, scents, and tactile sensations of 

the natural world. My cathedral can be a 

forest: a hilltop or a mountain—my altar. 

Whether in the whisper of a gentle breeze 

against my cheek or the mighty roar of an 

ocean gale, I hear the voice of the same 

God to whom I bow in awe. The sheer 

physical experience of it all is the cup of 

life to me. It’s no wonder that in earlier 

times, the Christian church taught that 

God could be found in two books: the  

bible and creation. Both revealed the 

presence of God and both were sacred.  

While the words of scripture have provid-

ed me guidance, wisdom and spiritual 

nourishment throughout my life, the expe-

rience provided in the created world touch 

me in ways that scripture as word cannot. 

And for me, as an Associate, “Wisdom 

dwells in our experience.” That is why I 

had a visceral reaction to the recent pull-

back by the current administration on  

Federal EPA regulations and about the talk 

of a pullback by the U.S. from the Paris 

Agreement on fossil fuel emissions.   

Continued on next page 

GOD’S REVELATION IN JEOPARDY: A TIME TO ACT 



 

 

GOD’S REVELATION IN JEOPARDY: A TIME TO ACT, continued 

  Recently, I found that I had a lot of company.  While I could not attend the Climate  

Change March on April 29 in Washington, DC, I attended a local gathering in Caldwell, NJ 

(photo, left) to make a stand, and express my dismay with the climate change deniers by sign-

ing petitions, gathering to protest the loss to the human race of sacred life, and of the sacred 

spaces to which we are all connected. That connection spoke loudly to me while at my job at 

Mustard Seed School in Hoboken, NJ, as I spoke with others who were also moved to take ac-

tion. One co-worker, at the urging of his wife, hopped on a bus with her to join the march in 

Washington, DC.  

    Patrick Carolan, Executive Director of the Franciscan Action Network, led organizing of the 

Catholic community for the Washington, DC March.  “Climate justice is one of the great ethi-

cal, social and humanitarian challenges of our time and so our faith impels us to act,”  he said. 

“To allow so many to suffer, to stand by and to watch as the planet that has sustained us for so 

long struggles to survive, is inarguably immoral.” 

What will the future bring? The priest and prophet, Thomas Berry, who understood that our 

destiny as creatures on this earth is inextricably linked to the destiny of our home, planet earth, 

offered this prediction:  "The human community and the natural world will go into the future 

as a single, sacred community or we will both perish in the desert." 



 

 

DANCING WITH WISDOM 

By Maria Roja, AW 

 A gala event, Dancing With Wisdom, took place at the Associates of Wisdom Spring Gath-

ering on April 28-30, 2017 at Montfort House in Litchfield.  It was an event designed to cele-

brate and welcome Wisdom’s newest Stars, MaryAnne Danyluk and Bonnie Zaman, who made 

their First Covenant as Associates of Wisdom. 

 Some friends attended and participated in “Dancing with Wisdom’s Stars”, a meditation led 

by Sue O’Brien and Maria Roja. Then Daughters and Associates of Wisdom gathered together 

with Wisdom’s friends and family members for the First Covenant Ceremony, led by Pat 

Wolosz, Ellie Filippone, and Valerie Day, of the ACT team. It was deeply moving as we wit-

nessed MaryAnn and Bonnie, companioned by Sue O’Brien and Maria Roja, respectively, 

make their First Covenants.  

 The gathering was a wonderful event filled with many blessings, fellowship, laughter, fun 

and good food. Congratulations to our newest Associates, MaryAnn and Bonnie. Our Wisdom 

Community is so blessed to have you.      



 

 

 
Wisdom’s Voice is produced by  
the Communications Committee: 
Audrey Schroeder, AW 
Maryse Haig, AW 
Bonnie Odiorne, AW 
Emma Rohn, DW 
Margaret Kelliher, DW 
 
Layout  & Design by: 
Mary Lazzaro, AW 
 
 
The newsletter is published annually. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Both Sue O'Brien and Maria Roja  graduated with Advanced Certificates 
for a 4 year course on Catholic Biblical Studies on June 10th, 2017.   
 
Bonnie Odiorne, AW, has enhanced her justice ministry in Waterbury, CT 
and the surrounding area by being elected president of the Executive  
Council of the Naugatuck Valley Project on November 30, 2017.  
 
Please remember to renew your covenant if you have not done so. 
 

 
SAVE THE DATES:   
Saturday, July 21, 2018, Gathering of the Associates at Montfort House, CT 
 
Friday through Sunday, October 19-21, 2018, Associates Retreat  
at Star of the Sea, Port Jefferson, NY 


