
March 5, 2019 

 

 
To all the Sisters of Canada and the United States 
Subject: Joint Leadership Team Committee 

 

 

Dear Sisters,  

On February 26 – 27, 2019, the Joint Leadership Team and the Cesson Bridge Committees 
met in Ottawa to continue the planning for reconfiguration. 

We began each day with prayer. On Tuesday we reflected on a song by Carrie Newcomer, 
On the Brink of Everything, challenging us to view the future with openness and wonder. 
Wednesday morning’s prayer included a excerpt from Joyce Rupp’s Out of the Ordinary 
inviting us to journey with Wisdom welcoming the “thread of love that weaves through all 
our dreams for the new Entity and for our Congregation.” 

We started our work all together and then met in our separate committees.  At lunch on 
Tuesday, we had the opportunity to meet the sisters from Ottawa and several who 
travelled from Montreal to be with us. We also had a chance to greet the staff at the 
Provincial Office. 

In light of reconfiguration, a working group for Communication was put in place. It consists 
of the Communication Director ("Agente" in Canada) from each country: Mrs. Catherine 
McWilliams (US) and Mrs.  Odette Côté (CAN), as well as Leadership Members from each 
country: Sisters Marie Chiodo (US) and Francine Gauthier (CAN). A first meeting for the 
group is scheduled for the spring in New York. Their mandate is attached to this letter. 

A comparison of the Statutes (Supplement) concerning the section on Governance was 
undertaken. The time together allowed us to review, simplify and/or combine certain 
elements concerning the Provincial Chapter and the Selection of the Provincial Council. We 
were pleased to see how many similarities there were in the two topics covered. The 
differences helped us to discover new possibilities.  

A draft of the statutes for the new Province is slowing taking shape. After we have 
completed the section on Governance, we will certainly welcome and take your feedback 
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into consideration. Then once they are approved by the General Council, these statutes 
would be considered experimental until the next Provincial Chapter. 

Thank you for your prayer and your support as we continue together on the Way of 
Wisdom! 

 

The Canadian and United States Leadership Teams 

Srs Linda Joseph, Francine Gauthier, Suzanne Léger, Anne-Marie Beaudoin (Canada) 
Srs Cathy Sheehan, Marie Chiodo, Evelyn Eckhardt, Evelyn Lamoureux (United States) 
  



COMMUNICATIONS - MANDATE 

 

Title: Communications for Reconfiguration (CFR) 

 

Purpose: In light of reconfiguration, develop a plan to coordinate communication within the 
two Provinces. 

 

Tasks:  
• Assess the various communication tools, looking at convergences and divergences 
• Suggest, for each tool, what would be in both languages or not 
• Find resources available on the web for translation purposes 
• Choose a common web platform capable of addressing what is specific to each 

country, both for public and sisters 
• Share their professional expertise as a catalyst for new ideas and means of 

communication 
• Work in collaboration with the Joint Leadership Team and the Cesson Bridge 

Committees 
 

Members:  One Leadership Team member from each Province 
One Director of Communication from each Province 

 

Meetings:  
As needed, either by coming together or via technology 

 

Accountability:  
• Report to the Council on a regular basis via the Council member at the Board 

meeting. 
• Communicate with the members of both countries in both languages as needed 

 

Budget: 
• Propose an annual budget to the Councils 
• Create, use means within the accepted budget 

 
February 27, 2019 


