Closing Reading/Reflection

Sister Ann Gray, Provincial leader of the Daughters of Wisdom, US Province, shared this prayer for the closing of Chez Nous III, a gathering of present and former Daughters of Wisdom.

A reading from Ephesians 3: 16-21


And I pray that God will bestow on you gifts in keeping with the riches of 

God’s glory.  May God strengthen you inwardly through the working of the Spirit.  May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith and may charity be the root and foundation of your life. Thus you will be able to grasp fully with the holy ones the breath and length and height and depth of Christ’s love and experience this love which surpasses all knowledge so that you may attain to the fullness of God.  To God whose power now at work in us can do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine--to God be glory in the 

Church and in Christ Jesus through all generations, world without end. Amen. 

Reflection
When I listen to the words of Paul, there seems little left to say--his words touch us to the core--probably because they are prayers of pure desire--a desire to have Christ dwell in our hearts…that we might be able to grasp not a little, but Paul says, “fully the breath and length and height and depth of Christ’s love to attain to the fullness of God”.   Paul affirms that Christ’s love permeates the entire universe and we are completely immersed in the mystery of Christ in God.  The intensity of Paul’s prayer is so fierce that it almost takes off the top of your head, not unlike Montfort’s first means of acquiring Divine Wisdom, which he outlined as Ardent Desire.  Or not unlike the words of the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins, for whom the beauty of Christ is described as, “Christ play(ing) in ten thousand places / Lovely in limbs and lovely in eyes not his…”  For Hopkins, the beauty of Christ shone through all the juice and joy of creation.  We have only to recall his words in the poem, “God’s Grandeur”: 


The world is charged with the grandeur of God


It will flame out, like shining from shook foil


It gathers to a greatness like the ooze of oil


crushed.

Both the apostle and the poet touch us with awareness--an awareness that can throw off sparks--an awareness of our holy calling, our vocation to experience Holy Wisdom in all of Creation.  My dear Sisters and Sisters of Chez Nous, we are deeply connected in the web of God’s Creation.  We have felt it as we greeted one another, conversed and walked in the beauty of this place.  We have told our stories of vocation, of leaving one vocation to embrace another.  We have told our stories of grace, of wisdom and, yes, of grief and tears.  Together we have participated in the juice and joy of our lives--both the life we lived together if only for a brief time, and the lives we have lived apart, yet ever connected to this family--our Wisdom family.  Time has gone on and generations have emerged since you left us--so many of you now grandmothers.  You see, the life of the family goes on, because as Paul says, “Charity (is) at the root and foundation of your life.”
As we embrace one another to return each to our calling--a call we continue to pursue for the sheer love of it--let us trust that Christ our Wisdom will bestow on each of us the gifts in keeping with our holy calling.  May Christ strengthen each one of us through the working of the Spirit, a Spirit who, in the words of the poet, “broods over us with warm breast and ah! bright wings”--until we next embrace again.

For all you who came here this weekend, Deo Gratias!

